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Organizations in Northeastern Wisconsin 


On August 28, 1913, a group of people of Belgian descent formed the American Belgian Club of Green 
Bay. Later that year, the name was changed to The Wisconsin Belgian American Club. Both Flemish and Walloon 
descendants were invited to join. The group was an active one and participated in many civic affairs. One of their 
resolutions was to have the French language added to the curriculum of the Green Bay schools. Unfortunately, the 
goal was not achieved in the grade schools, but high schools did give French as a language choice. Because of the 
Depression and financial difficulties, this club discontinued operations in 1934. An attempt was made to reorganize 
was made in May 1962. A city—wide social event was planned which included a parade and large picnic gathering. 
The special “Wisconsin Belgian Brew” shown in the last issue of BELGIAN LACES was produced for that 
occasion. Interest in keeping the organization alive was lacking, however, and the last meeting minutes were 
recorded in July of 1962. The ladies’ auxiliary, under the name Queen Elizabeth Belgian Club, did continue and 
still holds monthly card games for their few remaining members. 


In the Spring of 1963, at Namur, Wisconsin, in southern Door County, the Peninsula Belgian—American 
Club was formed. It was comprised mostly of descendants of Walloon immigrants, many of whom were still able to 
converse in the old Walloon dialect of their ancestors. Meetings were held in an old schoolhouse which had been 
built by the Norbertine Fathers who came to the area in the 1890’s to minister to the Belgian settlers. After a slow 
start, interest in the organization began to grow, and the membership included people (Walloon and Flemish) from 
Kewaunee and Brown Counties, as well as from other parts of the State. 


Despite the fact that many men had served in Europe during World War II, only a few had visited Belgium. 
It wasn’t generally known that relatives were still living in the “old country”. At the instigation of a Belgian— 
American doctor from Manitowoc, Wisconsin, a group made a trip to the seacoast of Belgium in 1972, primarily 
just to see a little of the country of their ancestors. The news spread that Walloon—speaking Americans were 
visiting the country. A retired Belgian Army Colonel, Lucien Leonard, made arrangements to meet with some of 
the Wisconsinites. He suggested that they return once again, not to the seacoast, but to the city of Namur, the center 
of Wallonia. 


On October 3, 1972, one hundred and sixteen people boarded a plane which took them to New York and 
then to Brussels, Belgium. From there they went to Namur where they were greeted by the Mayor of the City, the 
Provincial Deputy of Namur Province, and many newspaper reporters. Members of the Wallonie—Wisconsin 
Society of Namur, founded by Colonel Leonard, opened their homes to the Americans and arranged many activities 
for them during their two-week stay. 


This was the beginning of an exchange program between the two Clubs which continues to this day. In the 
even-numbered years, the Americans visit Belgium; In the odd-numbered years, the Belgians come to America. 
Neither Club was formed for the purpose of genealogical research, but many close friendships have been formed, 
and, indeed, families have found cousins they didn’t know before. With much camaraderie, the exchange of letters, 
tapes, telephone calls, and genealogical information, we continue to keep our heritage alive and acknowledge the 
“ties that bind”. 
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